The development of modern military conscription systems is usually seen as a response to countries' security needs and as a reflection of national political ideologies like civic republicanism or democratic egalitarianism. This study of conscription politics in France and the United States in the first half of the twentieth century challenges such commonsense interpretations. Instead, it shows how despite institutional and ideological differences, both countries implemented conscription systems shaped by political and military leaders' concerns about how taking ordinary family men for military service would affect men's presumed positions as heads of families, especially as breadwinners and figures of paternal authority. The first of its kind, this carefully researched book combines an ambitious range of scholarly traditions and offers an original comparison of how protection of men's household authority affected one of the paradigmatic institutions of modern states.
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Printed in the United States of America A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. Geva, Dorit, 1974-Conscription, family This book project started in 2003, and since then more than nine years have passed, during which I have lived in six cities and accumulated many debts to mentors, friends, and family. In some ways it all started back when I was an undergraduate student at Tel Aviv University. I'm appreciative of the early support given to me as a budding sociologist by Eva Illouz and Gila Menahem. At New York University's Department of Sociology, the seeds of this book were planted in the form of my PhD dissertation, and I'm grateful to Craig Calhoun, Lynne Haney, Neil Brenner, and Steven Lukes for shepherding me through the process. The Political Sociology workshop and the workshop on Gender and Sexuality at NYU helped me critically think through my dissertation from the proposal stage until its finishing chapters. I'm also thankful for the many meaningful conversations I had with Helmut Dubiel, David Garland, Kathleen Gerson, Ruth Horowitz, Robert Max Jackson, and Martin Schain while at NYU. I still try to emulate David Garland's teaching style in my own graduate seminars, though I'm perpetually falling short. Early conversations with Antoine Prost and Susan Pedersen helped point me in the right direction. My encounter with Mildred Schwartz in the Department of Sociology's computer lab was fortuitous, and I am indebted to her continued support and her inspiration as a woman who pursued an academic career when there were few women in the academy. I'm also very appreciative of my lucky encounter with Meyer Kestnbaum at the American Sociological Association meetings when I was still a PhD student, and his ongoing support and friendship. Anna Korteweg has also been a constant source of encouragement (and fun!) since my grad school days. My years spent in the Department of Sociology at NYU were more exciting and challenging than I could have imagined. I really could not have maintained my sanity without the Fab Five, so thank you to Amanda Cissner, Amie Hess, Julie Stewart, and Miranda March. Olga Sezneva, Nitsan Chorev, and LaDawn Haglund were also always there for me, and all these ladies were (and are) my intellectual sisters and partners in crime. Craig Calhoun's posse of PhD students were helpful readers of my work in progress, and thanks go to Claudio Benzecry, Michael McQuarrie, Monika Krause, Aaron Panofsky, Erin O'Connor, Andreas Koller, George Murray, and Marion Wrenn for their feedback. Effie Phillips, Sarah Singer, and Karen Skinazi also gave balance to my seesaw NYC world, and I wish they were all much nearer to me now. A gaggle of NYU comrades, including Karen Albright and Jeff Lin, made sure there was never a dull moment. Daniel Levine has continued to be a great friend, and I cherished the chance to be Teresa Cribelli's housemate in Chevy Chase, Maryland, during a summer of archival research. Judit Sternberg gave me a home away from home on Long Island, with a warm plate of palacsinta waiting for me whenever I would arrive.
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My Paris life came to exist in parallel to my NYC life. It would not have been the same without Camille Peretz, the only person who crossed between NYC and Paris, and without Pauline Peretz, Jeannine Murray-Román, Gabriel Nardacchione, and Maya Nestelbaum-Guez. Thanks also to the American Centre at Sciences-Po for taking me on as was privileged that year to be befriended by James Kaye. James tragically died a few years later, and I often think of what I learned from him. He insisted on doing things his own way, which meant living a gratifying and meaningful life instead of pursuing all the things someone like him was supposed to pursue. I will always remember the early autumn morning when he invited his friends to help him pick olives for the olive oil harvest on the Tuscan estate where he was living. That day didn't help me advance this book, but it was one of the most memorable days of my time in Italy.
Four years as a Harper-Schmidt Fellow and member of the Society of Fellows at the University of Chicago gave me a whole new education, as formative as my years as a graduate student. I am especially grateful to Elisabeth S. Clemens and John McCormick of the University of Chicago, and to Julia Adams who is at Yale University, but whom I grew to know during those UofC years. They each extended to me their invaluable mentorship and friendship, and I hope that I can show the same kind of commitment to my own students. There's nothing quite like an evening out having drinks with John. Thanks also to Ann Shola Orloff, whom I would meet every once in a while when I headed up Lakeshore Drive to Evanston and who was willing to give me her time in some of my more crisis-ridden moments. Neil Brenner also continued to offer me invaluable support over these years. I presented pieces of my work at various venues on the UofC campus and, in true University of Chicago style, met a critical but constructive crowd. Thanks go to Linda Zerilli and the workshop members of the Center for Gender Studies for their feedback. Same goes to members of the Comparative Politics Workshop, with special thanks to Jonathan Obert. Thanks also to the junior and senior members of the Society of Fellows.
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I learned immensely from teaching in the Core, and my undergraduate students enrolled in "Self, Culture, and Society" were some of my best teachers. It's exciting to see what kind of choices they will make and where they will all end up in life. Anna Alekseyeva and Leah Reisman were my trusty research assistants who aided me with much needed additional research, and Lexie Tabachnick I am also very grateful to the members of the Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology at the Central European University for their comments on my work in our departmental seminar. Special thanks go to Judit Bodnar for her support, and to Alex Kowalski who has been a great friend and local Budapest informant. Thanks also to Lewis Bateman, my editor at Cambridge University Press, for his faith in the project and his patience in answering my myriad publishing queries.
During all these years and many before, Felicia Brooker, Shlomit Weisblum, and Rachel Lasry have been the best of friends. We have known each other as children, teenagers, and now adults, and I would be lost without them. Above all, I am indebted to my family. My sister, Anat, is the only person in the world who knows how to translate a mere raising of my eyebrow into a full, nuanced paragraph. She witnessed firsthand all the comings and goings of my life during the years I was working on my PhD and the book, and knowing she was there for me has given me no small amount of comfort. I've also been incredibly lucky with my choice for life companion. It's hard to believe that there was once life www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-02498-4 -Conscription, Family, and the Modern State: A Comparative Study of France and the United States Dorit Geva Frontmatter More information Acknowledgments xiii before Aaron, my partner in every possible sense of the word. With whom else could I have zipped across Canada to the edge of Newfoundland in a cobalt-blue R32, and learned in the remote outport dialect of Francois to say that she loves he? Our beautiful Sarel was then a mere twinkle in our eyes.
This book is dedicated to my parents, Esther and Benjamin Geva, who have given me all manner of love and support. I can only hope to be as caring, effervescent, inquisitive, and generous as they are. It is also dedicated to the memory of their parents, Sara and Yehuda Brull and Raya and Abraham Greenberg, who in many ways lived difficult lives, but who tried their best to build something new for the rest of us. This book is written in their memory, flawed and fierce as they were.
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